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carlow Jisnn

Tio records of Carlow Fianna were submitted to the Refcreec .oF
purposes of the 1934 Act, and notoedy ot a pension under cite
the 1924 or tie 1934 sct in Pespect of pre~Iruce .a lov Fianna
membersidpe

r

However, ve have a record of five application: under i € 1924 Act
in respect of such membershipe They were from =

(1) Peter I ¢'Farreil (2sp/5683) whe claimed to have been
pre-Truce Battalion 0sCe of tue ist Battalion, Cariow
Fianna and also (simultaneously) a pre-Truce neaber
of the Volunteerse Tt I.Rede Brigode 1.0, superiitendent
8¢ Stack gave him cualified verification = with the
addendun "Carlow was not very warlike",and General Lugo
Ncheill stated that he had come in contses with him in
the Fiunna before the oritical period. The Soard of
ssscosors eredited My, O'Parrell with nan~pensionsble
Fianns sesvipefor the €ritical period. Ie has since
dissppesred ‘from the seene - deccased or left the couniry.

nk Hut (2451/7048) who clained to have becn pre=
rice licutenant and Gaptain of A (Carlow Company)
1st Bottalion FiannAg Superintendent Stack did not know
him, but FeFe O'Farrell verified for him as 2 Lieutenant
and slso as tc his having worked with thc Voluntecrs,
There were other Fianna and leRe.Ae verifications, end
the Board of iAssessors credited him with non=peneionable
Pianna service for the critieal period.

(2485/3467) who claimed pre-Trucc oo bersiip
of A Company, Carlow Fianna, He received a gualified
verification from PePe O'Farrell = "not a very ucesul mnember” ,
and was also verified by Carda Peter ranogen, who described
himself as Fianne Battalion Adjutant. There were otler
ToRei, aid Pionna verifications snd the Board gredited him
#ith non-pensionable Fianna service for the critical period.
e is now dead.

O0GAN

Denis & (24sP/4591) who claimed pre-Truce nembership
of A Compeny, Carlow Fianns, Ie got verifications from
PoPe O'Farrell snd Peter Branagsn, The Board credited
_him with nen-nensienable Flanns service for the eritienl
period.

(248P/109), who glaimed pre-Truce seubershin of
carlow riennne . le was verificd by Peter Branagan and
8l50 ERaVe Fele o"Farrell as & reference, but toe verirication
foru ‘seems to have been sent to anolher cfiicer cf the stue
nape, who replied that he aid not know the applicant.
Posaibly on that account, the Doard did not eredit him

with ;re-Truce gervice, pens fonmble cr non-penziennible.

Nooe 2, 3, 4 and.5 vere awarded Yedals under the old aysien of
investiszatliole 1t hae always been the practlcc Lo e rl the findin
of the toerd of Ascessors (and of the 1532 et Military ‘ecrviee
Registration Board) as Leyond guestiion in the matter of cortiification
of pre~Teuce service, both being statulory Bodies, so that, even




"
«

though there were no 1934 Act records of Carlow Fionna, ihe

¥edale in cages 2, 3 and 4 werc held duly swapded when the holders
applied for bencfits - 2 and 4 for free travel and 3 lor a
epecisl nllowance, 1n case 5, the sedal was held not dulr
avarded [for free travel purposesa beecause of the absence of 1234
Act records or of a Board of Asscssors certificate, 7102 ncraon
in guestion = James Rice - is appealing sgainst that decision,

Peter Eranagen, referred to sbove as ene of the verificrs, applied
for a pencion under the 1934 Aet, deseribing himself as pre~iruce
Gompeny (not Battalien) Adjutant, Carlow Company Fiennae _ His
application was unsuccesafuls The Referee and Advisory Coammittees,
unlike the Board of Assesasors, did not coucern themselves with
certifying non-pensionable service,

¥r. Branagan reccived e Medal wnder the old eyatea omn the
certification of the 7isnne Adv¥isory Board, %hen he applied
for free travel, the Medal was held mot duly awarded pursuant
to the "general ¥inisterial decision,” [@He has not eppealed,
although he expressed himself strongly ia @ lettisr of lith October,
1969 to another applicant, Denis Comnolly (N1/25395) ¢
gn looking through 8ll the files of those who appiied for ¥edals
in respect of membership of Carlow Fianna, a feeture which emerges
is the frequent mention of Measrs, O'Farrell and Branagen as
officers., Frank Hutton iz eeldom mentioned end in his Pwn Medal
spplication he says that he was @& Fieanna officer for threc ysars
"until transferred to the IgReAs"

1t is posaible = and indeed likely = that in Carlow, as in ether
places, the Fianna had begome moribund or dbrucihed asidc at the
eritical period, the Fianna officers ¢entinuing to work with the
I.ReAs On the other hand, we have, becausc of the Board of
Assesoore ceriificates, hsid ¥edals duly awarded in lour cuses
and so have implicitly acecepted the exioteuce of a Cs-low Planna
anit at the criticel peried « in eny event, it would be difficult
for us, if chullenged on the basis of ihecee cases, Lo argue
otherwise,

Therefore, 1 will hold, an balance, that there wao such a unite

The next questien ic the miﬂcadon of appli~-tianae. TeRofle
verification sione is not mugh help; the aplysurviving lelie/\e Company
officer is the O.%., James Rigce (Ao relation of case 5 above)es
Thepetore, 1 weuld propose to sgeepi Frank Hutten and Peter Sranagsn
as Fianng officers for verifisatien purpesecs.

¥edal duly aw 1 have dene ®» on his owmm file, He should
that this Lats deen done sa a result of further
mvuug,uum! and should also be given whatever free travel or

This means ttmt‘ as @ first step,, 1 must pow d ¥r. Propagen'e
L ]
a

be °

other concessions for which he has ssked and is cligible,
After this hes been done, the two appesl casee should be dealt with -
James Rice and Denis Comnellys Vepification forme should be semt
to Heoars, iHutton and B - there ig alresdy verilication from
the I.he¢' s Company O0Ce If they verify, ¥r. Rice'c Melal may be

» held duly awarded and the Ned’al nay dbe awarded to Mre Conncllys

A8 regards Mre Coanelly's file, it ic as well to rccord that all
those listed on the back of his applicetien form, with ihe ~oxception
of Frank Hutton, were i.ReAs, not Fianna, and thet, desplic what

is said by Wes. lutton in her letler of !214/9/ €9, there arc no
pensions being paid in Carlow in respect of PFienna menmberchipe




As rcgards 211 the other enses, we should awsit app« vhich
will no doubt come - in sole instances, anyhow. If they do,
the casecs should be dealt with in the same way,

like to be kept informmed of all such cases,

1 sheuld

~Egnfir 1970
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